VILLAGE OF RIDGEWOOD MASTER PLAN

IMPACTS OF RESIDENTIAL TRENDS

\]/SCENIC CORRIDORS AND VIEWS




LAND USE ELEMENT

switches, guidelines for easy-grip
handles for doors (e.g. a d-shaped
handle, also called a lop handle, is
easier to grip than the traditional
circular ones), pull-out cabinets in the
kitchen and pantry areas, multilevel
countertops, etc. These do not need
to be requirements for construction,
but optional design guidelines to
provide guidance and suggestions for
development.

LU-6. SCENIC CORRIDORS AND VIEWS

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. To protect the Village’s scenic character
and charm, and to prevent disruption of
important viewsheds and scenic corridors,
the Zoning Ordinance should be amended
to regulate and restrict development
that may be potentially harmful or
incompatible with these important
resources.
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At minimum, the following features should
be considered for protection:

a. The Route 17 corridor in the vicinity

b. The Ridgewood Avenue corridor
between the downtown central
business district and the Ho-Ho-Kus
Brook.

¢. The Crest Road viewshed.

d. The Wilsey Building turret terminating
vista.

Any structure that will impact the scenic
qualities of a designed corridor, viewshed,
or terminating vista should be designed
in a manner, and at a scale, so as not to
negatively impact the scenic resource.

Ordinance recommendations should
consider limitations on the placement of
billboards, requirements that powerlines
and other visible overhead utilities be
placed underground, screening with
evergreen plantings and other appropriate
landscaping should be used to block
dumpsters, utilities, and other unsightly
features, and contextually appropriate
architectural designs should be provided
that will not detract form the scenic
resources.
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2. Support the Village Shade Tree

Commission in pursuing grants for tree
plantings, tree maintenance, and general

green space improvements.
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The Village recently updated Chapter 260
Trees and Shrubs to require replacement
plantings, or contributions in lieu of
planting for the removal of any trees with
a diameter at breast height of eight inches
or greater. The Village should monitor the
effectiveness of the amendments and
further consider a sliding scale to require
more replacement plantings to offset the
removal of larger trees.

The Village should track the effectiveness
of the newly established Tree Fund and
ensure that in lieu contribution fees are
kept up-to-date with actual tree planting

costs.

of the Schedler Property, Valleau LU-7. Tree ORDINANCE

Cemetery, and the Old Paramus RECOMMENDATIONS

Reformed Church. 1. Align the sections of the Village Ordinance
related to tree planting, preservation, and
removal with the ongoing update to the
Community Forestry Management Plan.




