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May: Grace Albergate, Jeri Cohn, Elisabete Da Silva, Gregory Farrell,

Susan Fletcher, Rosemary Flynn, Barbara Kisver, Shirley Kuan, Carol Lister, Jane
Lum, Marie Morris, Donna Pinke, Deanna Schablik, Lurli Smith, Anna Spalckhaver,
Richard Spalckhaver




Historian, Rick Feingold presents
“The Miracle Mets of 1969” from
the team’s humble beginnings in
1962 to their triumphant
1969 season as World Champions!

Hospitality did a Spring Theme!

ON THE HOW VAN NESTE

A stond UP i/,
G, comedy LIGHTER SQUARE GOT ITS NAME?
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|
D SI DE The Reverend John Alfred Van Neste was born in
Somerset County in 1850. Van Neste attended
Rutgers University, Class of 1872, became the minister of the First

Cleaning is just putting stuff in less obvious places and then Reformed Church of Ridgewood in
wondering where you put them. mid-19th to early-20th-century Ridgewood.
According to a 2014 article in The Record, Van Neste was a
A police officer came to my house and asked me where | pastor who "helped people of other denominations establish and
was between 5 & 6. He seemed irritated when | answered: build their own places of worship, and in the meantime
“Kindergarten.” allowed them to use his church."
Indeed, according to "The History of a Village," Van Neste "
Everyone told Sam not to sing gave considerable assistance in helping to organize the
BUT Samsung anyway!! A.M.E. Zion Church in 1882," helping the congregation
find a place to worship until its own building on Broad Street and
Where do bad rainbows go? HighWOOd Avenue was Completed in 1900.
To prism. It’s a light sentence, The popular preacher died on Nov. 26, 1924. A well-attended funeral
But it gives them time to reflect! . ¢ was held for him on Nov. 30, referred to by
lm The Ridgewood News as a "great gathering of his
= friends and parishioners."

The spot where Van Neste Square currently sits was originally called
municipal grounds, according to historian Peggy Norris, but was
renamed in John Van Neste’s honor no later than 1928, remembrance
of Van Neste as an adored minister and in

Lunch & Learn

The first ‘Lunch & Learn’ was launched Tuesday, April 22, 2025. Gwenn Hauck, former Councilwoman
and President of The Community Center of Ridgewood Foundation opened the afternoon of lecture,
lunch and chat. The Foundation is the financial branch of our Senior Services and HILT. Our Mayor, Paul
Vagianos, spoke to us about his vision for a ‘Best Of Bergen’ Community Center filled with activities for
our Seniors.

The speaker for our first ‘Lunch & Learn’ was Chris Raimondi, a native of Ridgewood graduating
Ridgewood High School. Chris spoke to us about the safety of gardening, adaptive gardening, and
rethinking how we tackle the day-to-day challenges of the garden. Use a rolling cart to store and move
your gardening tools. Consider buying one of those hoses that shrink up to lessen the struggle when
watering. Should you plant in containers or on a raised bed? These and other considerations need to
be planned out. Carry your cell phone, wear hard toed shoes, drink water. Great advice to Seniors who
are ready to go on with life but are willing to embrace the change and allow adaptive gardening to
make life easier and more enjoyable.

Following our speaker, Lunch was enjoyed with lots of conversation. ‘Parkwood Deli’ outdid them-
selves with delicious sandwiches, and salads, potato, fruit and macaroni. Friends coming home from
‘Wintering in Florida’, ‘visiting relatives for Easter’, and ‘sheltering in for the winter due to illness’,
were happy to see and be seen. Looking forward to our next ‘Lunch & Learn’.

Hope to see you there!
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